
Why a minister-driven system will never control TB in the UK 
(www.bovinetb.info 12Sep2015) 

Sacked and disgraced Welsh minister Alun Davies had his failings but he did reveal in his 

statements shown below the pressures under which ALL ministers operate.  

 

The impact of media hype on the electorate, the underlying principles by which ministers 

function and exist, and mathematical reality ensures that TB will never be controlled by the 

UK system. It is this system difference which distinguishes NZ from the UK. Unlike the UK, 

NZ has an autonomous, dedicated and accountable team which is responsible for TB control 

and wildlife management. It is the fact that NZ is dealing with an introduced pest (the 

possum) and the UK is dealing with a native species (the badger) and all the emotive 

feelings which this arouses which makes this system difference so relevant. It ensures that 

the UK’s minister-driven system will never work. 
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