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Trend towards larger cattle 
operations continues 
In 20121he tGI8I n~DberGfe.t68 ..cl c:dfhd~ In the lAC fall twQ percent ~on yGII'lo 84,.400, cwllrg 
to latwt data ldllehed DEFRA. 

With a Hln I11:Aiuu n~Dbels GfCMr18 percent 8he 2005,1he late.t rw!Jt cen11~ the lcrg term deeiiii!L 
Wi1h an hi¥ Gf117 e.t68 perloctilu,lhe hnd towadll-aw~cn- mairiail'llld-in 200511w 
-"'1111 '-d elze- 107 hlladl, although Hs 111 ~Y • • rwiAt Gf c:c.-.dlddon In 111111 dllry herd. Almwt 1111 
•izell Gf cattlll and c:df "'*aliui• deelilllld in....,.. Ylith thwe~ v.ith thll.,._t runber r:farimal• Oe~~~• thlln 29 
hlladl) clcdlilu to thll Yl•lwt exient. 
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Of &ifjiilicanca la thllllftlduclion Gf quelily beef, thll n~Dbet of hdcii'OI v.ith beef bftleclrg cows ccriNJed ID fill. 
At 60,000 heed they Mllll bllclc twa per cent on the y-and "-decllllld ae\1!11'1 per cent alnce 2005. Thll 
_,. IU!Ibet Gfbeef-per hdclqa- u dlaiiQfld on the~ • .-.c:~..., j .. t twQ per cent ainca 2005, 
lnclcatlug little ecndldattcn la~ 8nlCI u the ~~mal~ auclcler beef IIIUrprlaes. 

In contraat, twtlw' COIIICiidalion - 8\ideftt in the dairy held. With 111111 et• 1Qf1 in thll n~Dber r:l dairy cows in 
thll hllrd con~pa!lld llllth 2011, lbut a tu per cant decline In the n~Dber of hdcings YAth dllry cows, 111111 811119 
nLmbllt Gf deity- per tddiiU inct ed. I m•llllt, ltia hnd- entiftlly th1111111At of an i,_e in thll 
nLmbllr Gfl'tclcaiQI with men thlln 150 cows, es the ....,.. Gf cperaaons olall a1lw alz.es declllllld y-on 
year. Since 2005, thll CMIIIIIIUllber Gfhd~ •th dairy cows la declllllld by_. a cpltllr. Ha.'.-, thase 
with mo111 than 150 hlladl "-liCI' ed a n..14 per cant. In 2012 these larger IIIUrprlaes acccllfted far 18 
per cent Gf a1 tdca1ga with dally-· In 2005 n-,_t 12 per cent. 
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