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 [55]      Jenny Rathbone: I just wanted to ask how farmers have been involved in the governance arrangements on 

this, both in determining which are going to be movement control areas and what the compensation arrangements 

are. 

[56]      Dr Livingstone: Sure. If we go back again to the 1980s, when the Government, which was funding our 

programme—they funded the whole programme, and they stopped the amount of money going into possum 

control, and, as a result, we required farmers to continue testing but weren’t doing anything about the possum, then 

the farmers got very angry about that. So, it would be a bit like when the All Blacks are playing Wales, if there was a 

biased ref, and he was giving the penalties all to one side, the other side would be more brassed off. And so, what 

was happening here was farmers saying, ‘Why are we required to test, but you’re not doing anything about the wild 

animal—the source of infection?’ So, the farmers then went to the Government and they basically took over the 

programme. The farmers now manage the programme, they administer it, and they set the policy on compensation, 

around movement control, for that system. So, farmers when they came in, they said, ‘Farmers will only receive 65 

per cent of their marketability.’ So, that was what farmers wanted, and that was what was put in. So, that was all 

farmers got for their reactors—65 per cent. 

[57]      Jenny Rathbone: So, in most communities, you’ll have good farmers and then you’ll have lazy farmers. How 

do they manage those who are less precise in the way they manage their animals? 

[58]      Dr Livingstone: Again, there are legal requirements for farmers to test, and if farmers don’t test or don’t get 

rid of reactors, we will come and enforce them to test. If they don’t test, we go in and shoot the animals. So, we 

have that power and we do that. That’s rare, but we do it. And we require, if there’s a farmer who won’t get rid of 

the reactors—we will go and muster those animals and send them for slaughter. And so, we would require those 

people to—. And we would take legal cases against anyone who otherwise breaks the rules. 

[59]      Jenny Rathbone: The very large sums of money you’ve spoken about earlier, the $55 million on possum 

control and the $80 million on cattle control—does that come out of money that might otherwise be used on 

developing agriculture? What impact does it have on the income of farmers? 

[60]      Dr Livingstone: It was only $18 million on testing and compensation. We have a budget of about $80 million, 

of which wildlife was $55 million and testing was about $18 million. The funding for all the cattle testing and 

compensation—it’s funded by farmers. There’s no Government input to that. Government funds half of the wildlife-

control programme. So, of the $55 million, Government puts in about $27 million. 

[61]      Jenny Rathbone: So, the farmers fund the rest of the wildlife programme as well as the compensation 

programme? 

[62]      Dr Livingstone: As well as the testing and compensation programme, yes. It’s funded through a levy on all 

cattle slaughtered. Currently, it’s $11.50 for every animal slaughtered that comes into the TB-control programme. In 

addition, the dairy industry, because dairy cattle aren’t being slaughtered so frequently as beef, have a levy on their 

produce of about 1 cent per kilogram of milk solids, and that, again, comes to our programme. 

 [63]      Jenny Rathbone: So, is that universally accepted by the farming community—this arrangement? 

[64]      Dr Livingstone: Yes, we’ve got a 95 per cent satisfaction rating from farmers. We survey them every two 

years on this and there definitely seems to be a very high satisfaction with that. 

[65]      Jenny Rathbone: Thank you. 


