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9 June 2017 

PROVISION OF REQUESTED INFORMATION 

Thank you for your request for information about cattle reactors, which we received on 

16 May 2017. Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 

2000. 

The information you requested and our response is detailed below: 

“Please send to me the annual number of cattle reactors per 1000 skin tests on a 

bovine in England when performing routine whole herd tests on the following herd sizes 

in each of the last 2 years. 

1-10

11-50

51-100

101-200

201-300

>300

As such, please send to me 6 numbers for 2014 and 6 numbers for 2015” 

Data sets were run on 17 May 2017 and represent the data recorded up to 16 May 2017 

(date of your request). 

APHA’s definition of routine whole herd tests are: CT-NH1, RHT24/36, RHT48, WHT, 

WHT2.  

Please see table below for a key on what these mean. 



Figures calculated 

Herd size 2014 2015 

1-10 2.16 3.2 

11-50 2.32 2.33 

51-100 1.99 2.05 

101-200 1.59 1.79 

201-300 1.30 1.61 

300+ 0.86 0.97 

Reason for 
test used 

Type of test and When and Why What to test 

CT-NH1 

Test carried out when a new or reformed 
herd has been identified, within 12 months 

of arrival of the first animal. Reformed 
herds following depopulation for TB 

reasons will require a second check test 
(CT-NH2) after 12 months, all other herds 
will revert to routine testing in line with the 

area testing interval for that holding. 

All bovines except calves under six weeks 
of age 

RHT24/36 
Carried out in parishes with a 24/36 month 

testing interval. 

The following categories of animals must 
be included in all RHTs, unless 

specifically exempted by the Veterinary 
Head of Field Delivery (VHoFD):  

breeding bulls (i.e. entire male animals 
over 12 months of age), females which 

have calved, young bovines which will be 
used for breeding whether they are home-
bred or purchased (except calves under 
six weeks old), pet cows and other non-

commercial cattle resident on the holding. 

RHT48 
Carried out in parishes with a 48 month 

testing interval. 

The following categories of animals must 
be included in all RHTs, unless 
specifically exempted by the Veterinary 
Head of Field Delivery (VHoFD):  
breeding bulls (i.e. entire male animals 
over 12 months of age), females which 
have calved, young bovines which will be 
used for breeding whether they are home-
bred or purchased (except calves under 
six weeks old), pet cows and other non-
commercial cattle resident on the holding.  



WHT 

Carried out routinely every 12 months in 
annual testing areas and in individual 
herds requiring annual testing, e.g. 

producer-retailer dairy herds, bull hirers, 
heifer rearers, city/open farms, AI centres, 

etc. Can also be carried out via VHoFD 
discretion in 48 month testing areas. 

All bovines except calves under six weeks 
of age 

WHT2 
Carried out routinely every 24 months in 

biennial testing parishes 
All bovines except calves under 42 days 

of age 

Information disclosed in response to this FOI request is releasable to the public. In 

keeping with the spirit and effect of the FOIA and the government’s Transparency 

Agenda, this letter and the information disclosed to you may be placed on GOV.UK, 

together with any related information that will provide a key to its wider context. No 

information identifying you will be placed on the GOV.UK website. 

I attach an Annex which explains the copyright that applies to the information being 

released to you and contact details should you be unhappy with the service you have 

received. 

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact the Access to Information Team 

at the email address below or postal address at the top of this letter. 

Yours sincerely 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION TEAM 

Email:  enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

mailto:enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk


Annex 

Copyright 
The information supplied to you is Crown copyright, unless otherwise stated, and is 
protected by the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.  You are free to use it for 
your own purposes, including for the purposes of news reporting. You can find details 
on the arrangements for re-using Crown copyright information at: 

 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-
licence.htm 

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be 
protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information 
originated.  You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third 
party (non Crown Copyright) information.  

Complaints 
If you are unhappy with the result of your request for information you may request an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this letter.  

If you wish to request an internal review, please contact: The Access to Information 
Team at enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk or at the postal address at the top of this letter, 
who will arrange for an internal review of your case.   

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to 
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  Please note that 
generally the Information Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have first 
exhausted APHA’s own complaints procedure.  The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-licence.htm
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/open-government-licence.htm
mailto:enquiries@apha.gsi.gov.uk

