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These are my suggestions for enhancing the value of the TB tables and 
reports in the regularly published national TB statistics.

Table improvements

(a) Include the number of animals. (This is currently held in another DEFRA 
dataset which is updated each year and goes back to 18661)

(b) Include the number of herds for all years and regions.

(c) Exclude herds with less than 10 animals. (A large proportion of 'hobby' 
herds exist with one or two animals.2 These herds skew the statistics.3)

(d) Extend county data back to 1996 (Such data currently only exists back to 
2008.4 Such data existed on VETNET5 back to 1998 and proved to be 
extremely valuable.)

(e) Include on, off and inside-only cattle movements for all regions.6

(f) Include the sizes of all regions in square kilometres.

(g) Include the proportion of restricted herds in England, Wales and Scotland 
back to 1986 which are plotted in the annual surveillance reports.7

(h) Include separate cattle TB tables in badger vaccination areas during years 
leading up to, during, and after their completion.10

Report improvements

(a) Show graphs of simple and standard prevalence8, another words the 
proportion of animals and herds in the population which test positive.

(b) Show prevalence maps to reveal where hotspots are forming in edge 
areas.

(c) Include data quality issues as raised in the latest IAA report9 and include 
updates on what is being done to address these issues.
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