
-----Original Message-----
From: xxxxxxxxx
Sent: 18 April 2012 16:57
To: DEFRA (E-mail)
Subject: Bovine TB: Trapping of badgers for vaccination

Dear Sir/Madam,

If you can, please provide me with the following information perhaps drawing on the
experience described in Reference 1.

(a) For a given badger vaccination trial conducted in the UK, the total number of
times a badger has been found caught in a cage during the trial.
(b) Out of these times, the number of times a badger was released without being
vaccinated to avoid unnecessary repeated vaccination.
(c) The minimum age of badgers which are caught in cage traps in significant
numbers judging by their size or any other metric.

Numbers given in (a) and (b) must be linked and consistent because I would like to
use these numbers to estimate how big the problem is of catching the same badger
more than once. If vaccination operations are repeated more than once in any given
year and area, please give an indication of the potential (if any) for these numbers
underestimating the scale of the problem due to the rate at which identification
markings applied to badgers wear off.

The final report of the RBCT differentiates the age of badgers caught in cages by
whether the badger is an adult or a cub (i.e. up to 12 months of age). I am looking for
additional information which will give a better insight into the age range of badgers
which will be left largely unvaccinated.

A response by email will be fine.

Yours faithfully,

xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxx
xxxxx
xxxxxxxxx
xxxxx
xxxxxxx

Reference

1. www.fera.defra.gov.uk/wildlife/ecologyManagement/bvdp/index.cfm
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